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Rotary in Spain

Rotary Clubs in Spain operate in much the same way as they do in the
UK.

The problem for non-Hispanic visitors, however, is that the proceedings
are conducted in one of the several Spanish languages — Castilian
(Spanish as we know it), Valenciano (Valencia province), Catalan
(Catalonia), Basque (the Basque Country), Galician (in Galicia) and
that’s without counting the Balearics (Mallorquin) and derivatives.

This can even pose a problem for Spaniards, e.g. a Rotarian from Madrid may go to a meeting in
Valencia and if they are using Valenciano - which they do — (Castilian Spanish is a second language in
Valencia province) they will hardly understand a word.

So what hope for the Brits and other foreigners whose “Spanish” is limited or non-existent? They go
to a Rotary Fellowship Club instead where the language is generally English. How nice it is to meet
other English speaking Rotarians from Germany, Holland, Belgium, etc.

There are at least three clubs that | know of in the province of Valencia and they are open to all
Rotarians (past and present), Inner Wheelers (now an acceptable term | understand), Lions and Probus
members.

Fund raising is not a priority but fun is. This usually takes the form of a long Spanish lunch of about
three hours generally with unlimited wine and generally all for under 15 Euros.

Good speakers are always engaged and the whole process is delightful.

One of the funniest after lunch speeches | have ever heard was given by Edmundo Ross (80+ at the
time).

Fund raising is done (generally from a surplus from the cost of the meal) and used to buy useful things
for local charities.

There is no shortage of members (unlike the UK), thus causing the generation of at least one other club
in the region.

A Rotarian heaven?
Why am | telling you all this?

The reason is withdrawal symptoms. | haven't been to a Rotary Fellowship meeting in Spain since the
beginning of my Presidency!

I know that | shall have the sympathy of you all!

Editor; Rotarian Ken Hammond
e-mail; hammond.grendon@virgin.net
The views expressed in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the Club or of the Rotary Movement




L uncheon meeti

2" May

9th

1 6th

23rd
29th
6™ June
12th
20th

27th

ngsin May & June

Prof. Michael King
Earth & Source Energy

David Fletcher
Oil Business

Mike Hayes
West Midlands Dev Corp

Business Meeting & AGM
Ladies’ / Partners’ Evening
David Harris

Club Assembly Evening
Business meeting

President’s Handover

Other datesto note

10" May

12th

1 8th
1 gth

30th

Birthdays

6™ John Butcher
g Andrew Shaw
gt Michael Brown

25" Robin Green

District Assembly

Vaz Maznica & Allan Wilson

Denis Atkinson & Trevor George

Michael Brown & Michael Hill

David Hourihan & Ken Melling
Neville Morris & Jack Ellis

Douglas Vaughan & David Whalley
Roy Stock & Richard Strange

Jane Forsyth & Tom Glover

Ken Hammond & Haakon Olafsson

Community Service Committee Meeting

Arthritis Care Transport
Spring Outing

Club Council Meeting

Towcester Races — Evening 7.30pm

Wedding Anniversaries

80th

Ken Hammond 80"

Allan Wilson

7th
8th
1 3th

17th

Trevor & Cindy Chown
Roger & Trudy Clarke
Allan & Sue Wilson

Trevor & Pat George




The Bulletin started life in 2004 as an experiment
with the expressed hope that it might attract
enough contributions to continue and here it is at
number 50. So far so good!

We had previously issued small cards with details
of luncheon speakers and other events, but
Council (prompted by District) decided that a
more comprehensive publication was desirable to
improve communication within and beyond the
Club. It was also becoming more feasible with
the increase in internet use. Today only six of our
members and two widows need to have paper
copies, the others having joined the 21° century.

The Club and myself as editor seem to have
settled into a cosy relationship in which if | nag
members | will somehow find enough ‘copy’ each
month. If not, | make it up, but | am always on
the look-out for items of interest.

HERE ISAN ITEM FROM ‘BYSTANDER’

The late John Mackaness of Northamptonshire
acquired, some years ago, a magnificent landed
estate 2 miles from the centre of Harrogate, close to
the outskirts of the town. It is Rudding Park, Follifoot,
Harrogate.

The Estate comprises beautiful parkland - now
converted into an 18 hole Golf Club of very fine quality
with a Palladian mansion sitting in the middle of it, now
converted into a delightful hotel. The food is good,
the amenities are very comfortable and inviting and
Harrogate itself has much to offer in the way of
entertainment and fine restaurants. | have stayed
there and commend it to others. It is an ideal week-
end "hidey-hole".

(Bystander is the nom-de-plume of a senior Club member)

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

All members are invited to attend the District
Assembly to be held at Loughborough on Sat
10th. May 2008. Full details are shown on the
attachment with this e-mail. Our President Elect,
James Headford is anticipating that all the
incoming Committee Chairmen will attend as well
as other interested Rotarians.

The programme is that the official business will
finish at lunch time, leaving you free for the rest of
the day. It is normal however, for members to
stay for the lunch. Also transport is organised on
a shared basis.

Please inform James Headford as soon as
possible if you intend to be present.

RICHARD STRANGE —AN ITEM FROM
CONFERENCE

Our RIBI Director gave his report to the business
sessions at Conference.

A review of the average sizes of Rl Zones shows
that the two zones covering RGBI are too small.
The proposal is to move a couple of the UK
Districts, including 1070, from the north zone to
the South, and to transfer the 3 Districts which
cover Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg

into the north zone. This means that our twin
club Mol, and Overpelt, the Belgian twin Club of
Nene Valley, will become part of the northern
zone. They do not become part of RGBI, which is
not affected by the changes.

EATING OUT

The Old Swan at Astwood is a Geoff Ekins
recommendation (need one say more?). This a
true village pub taken up-market with a restaurant
in addition to bar meals.

It has a chef with some imagination so that the
menu has different dishes without being OTT.
Good range of wines and draught beers.

Astwood is a village just off the A422 between
Newport Pagnell and Bedford — the next village
along from Chichely which may be better known.

Also from Geoff is Greens restaurant at
Collingtree Golf Club. This is at first floor level,
with views over the 18" green and fairway and it
is quite separate from the golf activities. A nicely
furnished place with attentive and welcoming
staff, it offers a basic, but interesting two courses
at as little as £8.50, but with a reasonable
supplement, a wider range is available.

Good wine list.



HERE BE DRAGONS

This item from David Hourihan came too late for the
April bulletin and it may now need some up-dating, but
it can still serve as a reminder to all members that this
major fund raising event needs 100% support.

The event website will soon be live and the address is:
www.rotarydragons.org.uk

We now have 31 Teams/Boats entered and paid for,
but we need 36, and so things have stalled a little.
Could you approach any Company, Club etc that you
may know to ask if they would be interested. | attach
the present list of entries for reference (available on
line).

The Saturday evening event will be improved this
year, with note taken of the feedback from last year.
The proposed changes include a music break during
dinner to allow conversation, new seating layout
moving the Band to the far end, and food
improvements are planned. The reason for making this
point is that we will need your support in attending and
bringing guests also if possible.

COMMUNICATION

Andrew Shaw initiated a discussion recently about
the format of our business meetings and various views
were offered ranging from their frequency to whether
we need them at all. Also, basically, what are they
for?

Of course, committees must inform members about
the planned activities and encourage participation.
There was a comment that time occasionally runs out
on later speakers if earlier ones have a lot to say.

Possibly each monthly meeting might be dedicated to,
say, just two committees at a time. Or perhaps
business meetings should be held bi-monthly.

As bulletin editor, | contend that this is the only
medium that reaches every member, either by e-mail
or hard copy. With meetings, not all members are
present and even some of those who are doze off!

Council will no doubt be taking a look at this.

WORDS

| have been looking through a recent publication
of extracts from Doctor Samuel Johnson’'s
Dictionary, published in 1755.

It was a surprise and a delight to see the
following words from 250 years ago that are still
in current use:

barbecue cheesecake chum
computer fart honeymoon
jargon jogger lingo
marmalade  petrol privy
pseudo punk settee
torpedo trollop vogue

What a pity to have lost these:

bedpresser lazy fellow
clodpate dolt

bebarb deprive of beard
galericulate  cover with a hat
gloze to flatter

keck vomit

rubificate make red
slubberdegullion dirty wretch
urinator a diver

vigesimation putting to death every 20" man

FROM HAAKON OLAFSSON

Here are some more sentences from church bulletins
or notice boards:

Don't let worry Kill you off — let the church help you.

Irving Benson & Jessie Carter were married on 24
October in the church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5.0pm. Prayer and
medication to follow.

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the
congregation would lend him their electric girdles for
the pancake breakfast.

Weight Watchers meet at 7.0pm in the Church.
Please use the large double doors at the side
entrance.

Start communicating! Send items of
information, interest and humour for inclusion
in the bulletin to reach me at the end of the
third week in the month.

Astonishingly cheap rates!







